
STI~BOLISM (the Sun & THE WORD)

by C. T. Bnrlow
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i.
sn~BOLISM (the Sun and T.BE 1;JORD)

harch 1943

On the occasion of our previous meeting, I gave
.

a'brief talk to a small number of our own members on the

subject of the Sun, the object being to indica~e the use

of it as a symbol of the deity from most ancient times

and even nOVl. Without waste of time on figures, reference

was made to the physical properties and peculiarities of the

Sun of this earth, which is the one great necessity of life

itself, providing us and all other animal, vegetabl~'q and

other forms of life with heat, light, moisture, and food.

Everything is attracted towards it in a ereater or lesser

degree; the earth vms part of it.;' the-length of its life

is unknown; hov! long it will lust is practically

incalculable in ter-er'stl~at we could understand; it cannot

be looked at with the naked eye; and, but for the merciful

provision of intervening clouds and atmospheres, sometimes

v:ith the assistance of darkly f smoked' glasses, it could not

be tfaced' at all. There is, and always must be, a cloud

or veil between us and the Sun; and, the sudden complete

\'!ithdrawalof the Sun \rould result in our insta..'l.tend.

In ~most every respect, the Sun is the one

perfect symbol of the deity ...• the great andr.lOst important

difference being that whereas the Sun was created (had a

beginning) and some day (but when?) will come to an end,

the deity is uncreated, is from everlastinc to everlasting,

:i.S unchanged and Unchangeable, is omni.potent, omniscient,
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2.

and omnipresent, is the I A M, of whom we learn so

much in the Chapter.

Vlho shall blame our most ancient brethren if

they, worshipped the natural Sun either before or after they

made a symbol of it such a.swe hav'e presented to us in our

first T.E.? It was everything to them from the cradle

(if they had such a thing) even to _the grave. 'v/euse the

same symbol to-day •.• it is in our dictionaries, together

with other symbols to indicate the phases of the Loon.

The ancients used it to symbolise both the Sun and the deity.

and it has much to commend it even to-day. The point is~ -

the 'unknown' and the circle is the emblem of eternity.

We make most frequent references to the Sun, and

to light, shadows, cloudS, veils, and dark~ess, in many of

our hymns, songs, poems, prayers, and in our everyday

conversation. In doinC'so, we are usinr, symbols, frequent]

without the slightest effort of thought, and, quite

naturally, but yet in reality having something of a spiritua

character.at the back of our mi-nd~. The V. S. L. is also

full of'such syrnbolisms, ~d v/hen pnce we grasp the general

thought - and I hope we illaydo so - we shall marvel at our

Seeds are sown and covered up.

previous omission to realise the facts.

Darkness is their

Some of us may remember the chilaisha time.

poem which commences "Little brown seed, O,little brown

brother, are you awake in the dark?" The acti,on of the

,
Sun (heat, light, and moisture) causes germination, and in

due course there is birth. Flower buds and new leaves
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.~.
The followin~ are extracts from a lecture given some

forty years ago by a then wellknown BinminGham Minister ••

"Cp.ristianity has had its dark ages, and millions are still

"wandering in the starlight of a Fai th ·out.worfi." Note the

term fstarlight f as indicating the vel'y minimum of na~ural

light during the period of darkness. Then a~ain, he says

"The night in its moral and spiritual aspect is still with

"us. Some think tha t the dark curtain will never be lifted;

"we now see throush a glass darkly." He speaks also of

"the passing av/ay of old.darkn.ess, and the spread of a brighter

"higher, clearer light." All this is figurative or symbolical

language, but with a good, clear meaning.

On Sunday, 21 1,:arch1943, du;ring a broadcast, our Prime

r.iinister',IJr. Churchill, used the phrase "It is our duty to peel

through the mists of the future to the end of the Var." ~s

is not S9rV0TY d~ffer~nt iro :'1h~ business ~anfs ~vi~ to ee

an eye on pe.sul ts-;,'t·

In conversation, we often refer to the "dawning of a new

day," when we really mean a chanGe of one kind or another,

perhaps resultine from the passing of ignorance to the ,
acquisition of fresh light or intelligence. v~e speak also of

a child or a person beinG happy and bright, or merry and bright,

or as having a bright and happy face (indicating intelligence).

We have gone so far as to refer to a specific child as our ray

of sunshine, or as our 'little bit of sunshine'. "A warm and

friendl'jTlight 11 is another corrrrnonphrase. We often hear of

"veiled threats", ,~and"clouded issues"; and when things "look

black", circurnstances at home or at business are not quite as
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4.

"bright" as usual, we are told by our wife or by our friends to

cheer up ••• "the Sun will shine again if we are patient".

Vfhen the storms are o'er us,

And dark clouds before us;

Then its light directeth,

And our way protecteth.

(HYmn - Lord, Thy WOnD Abideth.)

It is easily possible to find many other eX~lples for

mine.

yourselves; and probab~yr know many that are better than
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remain in darlmess until heat as vlell as light call them

to birth. Simtlarly, we were ourselves seeds (from semen)

following a similar course (but not exactly in the Ground ,

although we are said to be dust ----- earthy, etc.) and

coming from darkness to light. Is it so strange that.we

should observe some such ritual in our own lodges and

chapters? As with man, 80 with brother, who passes from

the darkness of ignorance, to the natural light;

first to the Great Light, and afterwards to other

thence

symbolical lights, both in lodge and in chapter, pausing

again in the former (Lodge)to the symbolical darkness of

death; but, in chapter, attaining to that which symbolises

THAT GREAT LIGHT THE. WORD • • • the spiritual SUN,

And do please get it farthest from your minds that by

TBE ORD is meant something made up of so l:1anyletters of

the English or of any other modern Tor ancient language or

languages. At an appropriate time, after we have found
.- "::' '"'

something of apparent importance, not knowing in our blind
~ -

ignor.~ce what it lS, s9l11ethingthat has been lost for

many yea..r.si-pe:t'hap~_f.orages..,. w~ are perJP-itted t~ read a

short passage... '. a.kel;l.,.{romthe early hO story of the Creation. -

and we learn some~hing of the beginning of light (as far

as this e~th is concerned).~ "Let there be light 0~ • ••

a1....d tl....ere "'as l'lght" The w rd 'licrht" ft• .1. • .1. •• ••• • • • • • • 0 t.,. ~s 0 en

used to signify ~ruth.
•

But, if we look up the Gospel

by John, Chapter one and Verse one, we learn and understand

more when vIe read "In the beginning was THE \·ORD and

'niB ~!ORD was with God, and 'llliEWORD was God". That should
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be sufficient to indicate what is brought home to us in

the chapter. We may have certain letters etc. upon our

plate of gold, closely veiled, and securely hidden away

in the darkness of the earth; but all that is merely

symbolical of the GEE T I AM. \le cannot see HIM;

certainly not face to face; but only partially, dimly,

as through clouds; for he is veiled from our sight;

the Great Light is too powerful for us; and by that I
mean spiritually, perhaps even mentally, just as our natural

eyes cannot face the Sun of this earth.

I am almost conscious ·of the fact that at this

stage it would be wrong of me to ask the question 'Do you

see?' because I may not have dispersed the clouds, or the

mental fog, surrounding the problem; and yet, I have tried,
to do so.

Perhaps I may remind you of the biblical sayi~g

that "No man hath seen God at any time". Even that need

not prevent us from t.rying to ge t a clearer vision of Him.

Iv:oses saw no more than "the shadow of the hindpart s If in

answer to his urgent appeal to be allowed to see His faceo

Previously, he had seen Him only in the burning bush

and later on had the reminder lfDid ever people hear the

voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou

hast h~ard, and live?".

Moses spent forty days and forty nights on Mount

Horeb to receive the two tables of testimony; and it is

written that when he came down to the ~eople "the skin of His
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7.

face shone", and that in consequence he used a veil while

talking with the people. The Lord had descended lin the

cloud' ffi1d yet the brightness of his clouded presence was

suffi cient to have this remarlmble effect upon the face of

Moses.

The tabernacle built by Loses was divided by veils,

in accordance with divine direction, the work beine Qone by

Aholiab and Bezeleel. I am sorry that we do not now use

these veils, as in Scotland, Ireland,·nnd el~ewhere. It

seems to me to be so very appropriate to pass from stage to

stage, through the veils, getting nearer step by step towards

the inner place of which it was cOn1l:landedHAnd thou shalt

put therein the ark of the test~mony, and cover the ark

with the veil If _ There we should find the final words, as

commanded - "Holiness unto the Lordlf, which even to us

should be sicnificant.

You viII observe that the ark was to be covered

with the veil. Actually, the coverinG becmae more than a

mere veil. The Israelites lost their Avk~ and even the

name of their God. Our ceremony, with which you are all

familiar, will be better understood and appreciated .when

you remember these facts.

Perhaps we nmy be reminded that at our initiation

the V. S. L. was open at a place that records the dedication

of King Solomon's Temple, in which the Lord promised to set

his name. But, in course of time, the people forgot their

God - the Temple (externally) wax destroyed - and it was
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8.

centuries later _that the Light came again in its fulness.

Keanwhile, much rubbish had accumulated, and had to be

cleared away in the preparation of the ground for the

foundation of the second Temple • This too is sYmbolical.
.,.

The old rubbish was the equivalent of outworn faiths,

cree~s and beliefs; records of errors, sinsJ idolatries etc.

Just as new wine is not bo be put into old skins (bottles),

and new cloth is not to be used for patching old coats, so

we cannot build a new structure on a foundation of rubbish.

In other words, there must be true and complete repentance

and the giving up of all inclination towards any class of

sin, before we can start upon a new life of truth.

I hope, most sincerely, that I have been successful

in shedding new light upon some of our dark places, and that

you will be disposed to renew your researches into the

hidden mysteries not merely of nature and science, but of

spiritual things. \e don't know even yet more than five

per cent of Jhe knowatiLe things of science. Fresh

discoveries come to light year by year, and there are

wonderful develo~nents. How much more, therefore, have

we to learn about the mysterious ways of the deity?

Surely we have plenty of 'ground work' around us in the

chapter itself; and not only is there much rubbish to

clear away, but there is the re-building to occupy our

energies afterwards.
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And, finally, will you please register this

thouGht. All natural light is from the un of this

world, the natural Sun; .and all spiritual light, which

is TltUTH, is from the ~UH of the spiri tual world, that

is from the deity Himself. Both the natural and the

spiritual dawn upon us ~uite gradually; and on this

earth we shall not see the one in )..ts nakedness nor the

other in its purity, fullness and glory. This will

come later on, when we have passed the veilo

o • • • • • • • • • • •
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HYIll.ir 230.

ye, no llore your suns descending,

waning uoons no uore shall see,
But, juur criefs for ever ending,
Find eternal day in ~.e.

I, Jehovah, shining oler you,

Irill disperse the gloom of night:

I, the Lord, Tall be your glory;

I your everlasting light.

ISAIAH LX

v.19. The sun shall be no more thy light

by day; neither for brightness shall the
moon give ~ight unto thee: but the Lord

shall be unto thee an everlasting li&1t,
and God thy glory.

20. Thy sun shall no nore bO dmvn; neither

shall thy raoon Ylithdraw itself: for the

Lord shall be thine everlasting light,

and the days of thy mourning shall be
ended.
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Irethe-mH oad
212.

10

The Ioly City, new Jerusalem, coming

do -m from God out of heaven, etc. 0 ••

V.3. r0 need of the Sun or the Moon,
To m ine on this happy abode;
Her .Light , more resplendent

than noon
Beams forth from the Glory ~f God.
~he Lord is her Light ana her Sun,
Of life and salvation the spring,
Jehovah and Jesus are One~
Her . , her God, and her King.

~

Don't forget ,Lead"-.L'indlyLight I

'Sun of my Soul'

........

........

How often do we refer to a person as 'living under a

cloud'? It may be a cloud of suspicion, or of trouble of

quite another kind. Uncertainty about our job, our

business, our own health, the health of friends, or the

health and happiness of near relatives viould be covered

by the phrase. The real truth is veiled or hidden from

us. A near relative is unwell - there are rr~dical

consultations - there is doubt and suspicion - we may

remove the trouble by a slight operation (always slight) -

but we cannot be sure - then the operation - then the

verdict - it may be a few months etc •• There is

'life under a cloud'. Of courso, there's a silver

lining - there always is, if we can see it. The sympathy

and kinCly acts of neighbours and friends constitute part

of'the silver lining - but it may be that we must wait a

long time for the morning li~ht to break through. If the

doctor says "Carcinoma" vie know that the period under the

cloud may be lonG una painfulo
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11.
What about the nnn \/ho says rather frec;.uently

IIr can't see CIa~rliGhtyet; but I'm nearer to itll?'.

One of our' embers here tonight has had some awkward

jobs put before him. . It is easy to make a drawing, or
(

even a pattern (made-up) of the article wanted as a

drop-forging in steel. .fe knOVI in a general way how the

hot metal should flow, or at le£.st how we want it to f~low.

We may have to 'trap' it here or there to make it flow

somewhere else; but sometimes it just won't happen. ,.

Day by day, as the result of trial and error, after we

have used up our OVinlmoVlledge, we Get something nearer

the mark; but vie re still "in the dark", and we

"can't see daylight". illat are we strivins after?

Truth • • • scientific truth; but we refer to it as

"light" or "daylieht". And there are lots of other

instances in our lives where we think ana speak in

similar symbols.

light?

Do we use the V. S. L. as our great

PUNCH - 7 April 1943

Confronted with a difficult problem, a

politician recently said, he will wrestle

with it until dav~ if necessary. VJhen, of

course, he sees daylight.
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$upretne @rber of '{[be 1bol'e 1Ro'eaI Brch.

{parties, U).IP.a;.:B·s •.
Scribe JC.

1Ro. 2385.
Consecrated July 20th. 1897.)

(So()son (1baptcr,

IDark f1Dornino IDre55 or 'Ulniform.

.Er. <romp. :Brcbie '.Et • .1Sateman, Z.
JE;r. <romp. lR. tIr.l. 1baNe}?, H.
JE;r, <romp. ~. B). lDallow, J.

85, ~arsball Street,
Smetb'''icR,

IDeal' ~lr anll (1ompanion, 2nb Bpril, 1943.

Wou are requestell to attentl a (1on\)0(atl0n of tbe
<rbaptcr, at tbe {1I)asoIllC lJ~ooms, {tal bot lbotel, ~ltlb lll'\\ on
fritla~, tbe 9tb of Bpril, 1943, at 5"'30 p.11\. prectsel\?

)13~ tleslre of m. lBJ:. <romp. Brcbte B. 1Sateman, Z
]6. lb.

M.E.Z.'s 'EIN)res:,i

~utlor 1bou5C,
Stourbritlge,

Phone :\0. Stourbridge 5734-+. Otfice: L)"c 181.

LABOUR

1. To open Chapter at 5·30 pm. punctually.
2. To read, and if apprO\'ed, confirm the minutes of the last regular Convocation

heIr' on Friday the 12th day of February, 1943. '
3. To elect Principals for the ensuing year.
4. To elect Treasurer.
5. To elect Auditors.
6. To elect Janitor.
7. Ex Camp. C. T. Barlow, P.P.C.P.S. will gi\'e a paper "Common w9rds and

sayings that are Symbolical."
S. Ex Camp. C. T. Barlow will propose that a sum of money be voted from the

Chapter Fund to provide a l',Z.'s tr the retinng M.E.Z. '
g To receive propositions, •

10. To receive reports, ~~11. To close the Chapter. (J ~------
Treasurer and Almoner:

Ex. Camp. C. T. BAR LOW, P.P.G.Soj., 22, Hamstead Hill, Handswortn, Birmingham, 20. 'Phone NORthern 0721

E. Comp. E. H. Parkes. S.E., 85, Marshall Street. Smethwick, will be glad to know by the 5th April. /943.
whether Companions intend being present or ~not.

Companions wishing to invite visitors .re requested to intimate same to S.E. six days before the meeting.

DINNER AT 6-45 p.m.

Our next Regnlar Meeting will be held on FEIDAY, 8th OCTOBER, 1943

'.'
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